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1996 

The Meeting Place 

Darren Brealey wrote 

his first script, 

a full length play, 

over a three year period, 

then produced it in the  

1996 Melbourne Fringe Festival, Australia



The Meeting Place 
1996 Melbourne Fringe Festival 

Directed by Justin Conkey. 

Mr Conkey inspired  

and educated a  

new playwright in the art of 

editing and producing. 
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The Meeting Place 
1996 Melbourne Fringe Festival 

The cast and crew collaborated 

to bring to fruition this new story 

with great professionalism and 

family passion.
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The Meeting Place 
1996 Melbourne Fringe Festival 

As a Fringe Festival show, 

no one was paid 

for their artistic services 

 although they were  

financially compensated 

at the completion 

of the production.
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The Meeting Place 
1996 Melbourne Fringe Festival 

Two original cast members were 

fortunate to obtain paid acting 

jobs during our production.  

The only 

logical decision was to allow 

them to pursue their careers and 

engage two new actors.
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The Meeting Place 
1996 Melbourne Fringe Festival 

Theatre reviews for this first time Playwright 

were mixed from Melbourne’s critical eye, 

with an honest review from the late  

Ralph McLean, Arts Journalist at  

On Stage Melbourne  (3RRR radio): 

“Darren Brealey's first time writing piece 
in a makeshift bar theatre. His, The  
Meeting Place was a simple even  

old fashioned story of family and loss. 
I rarely cry in the theatre - at least for 
emotional reasons - but there I was 

enjoying some new talent. And I was 
bawling, with the joy of it and of the 
magic of a good yarn well put, the  
tears running down my cheeks like 

a bloody baby.”
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The Meeting Place 
1996 Melbourne Fringe Festival 

The Meeting Place 

won an award  

for this first 

time Playwright… 

Special Recommendation - 

Melbourne Fringe Performance 

Arts Award.
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